Jury Admonitions In Preliminary Instructions
(Note: Statutory law requires that certain admonitions

be given to the jury as part of the court's preliminary
instructions.

See CPL 270.40.

This charge sets

forth those admonitions and provides appropriate
explanations.)
Our law requires jurors to follow certain instructions in order
to help assure a just and fair trial.

I will now give you those

instructions.
1.

Do not converse, either among yourselves or with anyone

else, about anything related to the case.

YOU MAY TELL THE

PEOPLE WITH WHOM YOU LIVE AND YOUR EMPLOYER THAT
YOU ARE A JUROR AND GIVE THEM INFORMATION ABOUT
WHEN YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE IN COURT. BUT, YOU
MAY NOT TALK WITH THEM OR ANYONE ELSE ABOUT
ANYTHING RELATED TO THE CASE.
2.

Do not, at any time during the trial, request, accept, agree

to accept, or discuss with any person the receipt or acceptance of
any payment or benefit in return for supplying any information
concerning the trial.

3.

You must promptly report directly to me any incident within

your knowledge involving an attempt by any person improperly to
influence you or any member of the jury.
4.

Do not visit or view the premises or place where the

charged crime was allegedly committed, or any other premises or
place involved in the case. AND YOU MUST NOT USE
INTERNET MAPS OR GOOGLE EARTH OR ANY OTHER
PROGRAM OR DEVICE TO SEARCH FOR AND VIEW ANY
LOCATION DISCUSSED IN THE TESTIMONY.
5.

Do not read, view or listen to any accounts or discussions of

the case reported by newspapers, television, radio, the internet, or
any other news media.
6.

Do not attempt to research any fact, issue, or law related to

this case, whether by discussion with others, by research in a
library or on the internet, or by any other means or source.
IN

THIS

AGE

OF

INSTANT

ELECTRONIC

COMMUNICATION AND RESEARCH, I WANT TO EMPHASIZE
THAT IN ADDITION TO NOT CONVERSING FACE TO FACE
WITH

ANYONE

ABOUT

THE

CASE,

YOU

MUST

NOT

COMMUNICATE WITH ANYONE ABOUT THE CASE BY ANY
OTHER

MEANS,

INCLUDING

BY

TELEPHONE,

TEXT

MESSAGES, EMAIL, INTERNET CHAT OR CHAT ROOMS,
BLOGS, OR SOCIAL WEBSITES, SUCH AS FACEBOOK, MY
SPACE, OR TWITTER.
YOU MUST NOT PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT
THE CASE TO ANYONE BY ANY MEANS WHATSOEVER, AND
THAT INCLUDES THE POSTING OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE
CASE, OR WHAT YOU ARE DOING IN THE CASE, ON ANY
DEVICE, OR INTERNET SITE, INCLUDING BLOGS, CHAT
ROOMS, SOCIAL WEBSITES OR ANY OTHER MEANS.
YOU ALSO MUST NOT GOOGLE OR OTHERWISE
SEARCH FOR ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE CASE, OR THE
LAW WHICH APPLIES TO THE CASE, OR THE PEOPLE
INVOLVED IN THE CASE, INCLUDING THE DEFENDANT, THE
WITNESSES, THE LAWYERS, OR THE JUDGE.
Now, ladies and gentlemen, I want you to understand why
these rules are so important:
Our law does not permit jurors to converse with anyone else
about the case, or to permit anyone to talk to them about the
case,

because only jurors are authorized to render a verdict.

Only you have been found to be fair and only you have promised
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to be fair – no one else has been so qualified.
Our law also does not permit jurors to converse among
themselves about the case until the Court tells them to begin
deliberations because premature discussions can lead to a
premature final decision.
Our law also does not permit you to visit a place discussed
in the testimony. First, you cannot always be sure that the place is
in the same condition as it was on the day in question. Second,
even if it were in the same condition, once you go to a place
discussed in the testimony to evaluate the evidence in light of
what you see, you become a witness, not a juror. As a witness,
you may now have an erroneous view of the scene that may not
be subject to correction by either party. That is not fair.
Finally, our law requires that you not read or listen to any
news accounts of the case, and that you not attempt to research
any fact, issue, or law related to the case. Your decision must be
based

solely

on

the

TESTIMONY

presented in this courtroom.

AND

OTHER

evidence

It may not be based on some

reporter's view or opinion, or on your own research. IT WOULD
NOT BE FAIR TO THE PARTIES FOR YOU TO BASE YOUR
DECISION ON SOME REPORTER’S VIEW OR OPINION, OR
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UPON

INFORMATION

YOU

ACQUIRE

OUTSIDE

THE

COURTROOM.
THESE RULES ARE DESIGNED TO HELP GUARANTEE A
FAIR TRIAL, AND, OUR LAW ACCORDINGLY SETS FORTH
SERIOUS

CONSEQUENCES

IF

THE

RULES

ARE

NOT

FOLLOWED.
Again, I trust you understand and appreciate the importance
of following these rules and, in accord with your oath and promise,
I know you will do so.
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